
Harry Murdoch

Sydney University 

PROJECTS 4
Alicante Tram

Alicante Universit Architecture
Erasmus 2018



Contents

Project 1 Individual Map

Benidorm

Eurau Conference

Project 2 Map

Project 3 Manifesto

Project 4 - Interior

Final Panels

Proyectos Experience

Erasmus Experience

Thankyou

3

4

5

6

7

9

12

15

16

21



Project 1 - New Alicante Tram Map - Individual

On the way to Benidorm with my classmates for the conference I happened to be standing by the door of the tram and so was looking 
out at each station to the various different views when it struck me that this was quite a unique situtation for a public transport netowrk. 
Often a passenger simply gets a boring, repetitive, underground interior view but with the tram there was always something interesting 
to look at. At least for a foreigner. So for the map i decided to catch every tram line and document the views out the door at each plat-
form. I did not forsee the difficulty I would face in trying to get shots without people in them however I thought that in fat the people are 
an important aspect of the tram line as they change just as much with each line as the platforms do. 
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Project 1 - Workshop - Benidorm - Individual

I really enjoyed visiting Benidrom with the Architectural group 
for the conference because it forced us to understand Benidorm 
through the lens of Architecture and how it responded to and 
influenced the city and it’s atmosphere. 
We began to understand also how important the tram line was for 
the Alicante area and how it worked within this environment. 
The trip was really informative because we listened to many pre-
sentations by various researchers and also go to know our fellow 
erasmus students on the Tram rides there and back. 

Benidorm New friends On the Tram to Benidorm
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EURAU Conference- Alicante

This was a really exciting way to start the semester at the University of Alicante because it allowed us to open our minds 
and to meet many people very early on. It demonstrated to me the vast field of research in Architecture that I had previ-
ously not been exposed to.
The highlight for me was the talk from Izaskun Chinchilla which was so interesting as she exaplined some of her most 
recent projects. 
The visit to Benidrom was also fun and a great way to begin our project!

Casa de la Mediterrania

Izaskun Chinchillla
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Project 2 - New Map for the Alicante Tram Line - Group

This was our final idea for the map of the Alicante Tram line. We suggested that the map should in fact be a 3D Architectur-
al Object that would be interpretable and readable in its form so that it could be a map. We wanted to challenge the idea that 
a map should be a 2d colour coordinated poster that was on a wall and make something that was beautiful, iconic and had a 
degree of ambiguity that would encourage curiosity.

As such our sculptural map is snake like in form with rotated, coloured elements that indicate distance from Luceros, time to 
the next stop, feeling of the station and the topography in conjunction with the undulating form that the rotated squares follow. 
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Manifesto

This is my Manifesto of how to tram should be in Alicnate which 
was based off my experiences over the semester up until this 
point. I chose to use simple sketches to illustrate each point as 
well as a short explanation. 
My focus was on Alicante and Architecture as I wanted to have 
the tram embody the two in its design not only culturally but 
also socially, technologically and environmentally.
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Project 4 - Tram Interior - Alicante- Group - Proposal

This was our proposal for the new interior of the tram. We decided to not do a typical scale model but to 
present our ideas at a scale of 1:1 with a perfromance. I think it was effective in that it really engaged the 
other students in the class and made it easy to envision what our intention was. 
We performed in the same place as we did our first presentation of the map so there was a link there 
which we continued in our final model my incorporating our model and map to scale in the end with the 
ideas that we proposed here. It was also great fun!
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Project 4 - Tram Interior - Alicante- Group - Final

This is our final model that 
we presented on Friday at Las 
Cigarreras. We were happy 
with our final model as it in-
corprated all our ideas from 
the semester on the table. 

The presentation was a fun 
morning although it was a bit 
stressful setting up because 
the space was so small. 

I think we effectively ex-
pressed our ideas with the 
simple colour coded models 
and the diagrams that we had 
displayed on the wall behind. 

It was a nice releif to be done 
but sad to say goodbye to 
classmates!
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Final Proyecto

Party Tram to Benidorm Chill tram to El Campello Gym tram to Playa San Juan Study tram to San Vicente
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Proyectos Experience

For me one of the best parts of the exchange 
experience was meeting so many great peo-
ple from around the world. Specifically I had 
a great experience with the local Spanish 
students who were very open and welcoming 
and made the Erasmus feel like they be-
longed. 
All my courses involved lots of group work so 
it was a very social experience which I think 
is important for Architecture because it is a 
very social field. 
For Proyectos our group was Ruben from Ali-
cante, Anna from Bristol, Jan from the Czech 
Republic and myself from Australia. In my 
other courses I was with Poles and Germans 
too. In two of my subjects I was the only 
non-Spaniard and I really apprecaited those 
subjects. Borja and Jose were great in Singu-
lar Building Systems and Lucia, Mar and Zara 
were very fun to work with and learn Spanish 
from in Urban planning and I hope to see 
them again in the future. 
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Erasmus Experience

Guggenheim NY Albaicin Granada

Yugoslavian Architecture at MOMA NY Alhambra Granada

Central Park NY

One of the best things about stuyding in 
Europe for me was the ability to be able 
to travel easily and relatively cheaply to a 
variety of different places. Especially for an 
Australian. 
My travelling goals for the trip were; to see 
as many places in Spain as possible, to surf 
for a week somewhere in Europe, to visit the 
Biennale in Venice and to visit New York.
I am very pleased that I managed to fulfil 
my plans! I learnt a lot and met many great 
people. 
I think it is especially important to travel as 
an Architecture student as it is great to see 
the variety of different approaches to living 
and the built environment as well as under-
stand the hisotry of Architecture. 
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Walking over the Pyrennes Camino de Santiago Gaudi’s Casa Batlló Gaudi’s Sagrada Familia

Sagrada Familia Interior City of Arts and Sciences Vernacular Valencia Granada

Travels
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Granada Cathedral El Retiro Madrid Crystal Palace Madrid La Latina Madrid

Fundación Giner de los Ríos por 
Amid.cero9

Casa Aleman Barcelona Mestalla Valencia Lake Bled Slovenia

Travels
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Venice Spanish Pavilion Drawings Spanish Pavilion Drawings Dutch Pavilion

French Pavilion Alicante mentioned! People’s “Infinite Places” Arsenale

Travels
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Maastricht, Netherlands Occulus New York by Calatrava TKTS Times Square Guggenheim NY

FLW Spiral Thomas Heatherwick’s Vessel NY Brooklyn Bridge NY Allhambra Granada

Travels
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Thank You!

Finally i’d like to say thank you to the tutors Javier and Joaquin for the 
semester and the way that we were welcomed as exchange students. The 
University was a fantastic place to learn and meet new people, in a great 
city, in a special country.

I have had a wonderful time and am sad that it has had to come to an end.

Best of luck!
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